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COBLESKILL - CobleskUl Central school 
board members have banned what some .high 
school seniors consider a rite of spring, the 
senior skip day. 

The school board included in student hand­
books due for distribution this fall a 
statement declaring that senior skip day does 
not exist. Those who participate in a skip day 
will have an illegal absence counted against 
them, meaning all their classwork for that day 

ill receive a grade of zero. 
The intent is to discourage the unsanctioned 

t u 
activities and prevent the kind o{ harm that 
happened to a 17-year-old Cooperstown Central ( 

School senior who sustalOed serious spinal in­
jurIes in a 40-foot {all from a cliff during an 
unsupervised party on June 1, Cobleskill offi­
cials said. 

"Some people feel that they deserve a day 
off." Assistant High School Principal Anthony 

wrItten Lambiase said. "We have been fortunate there 
have been no accidents." 

The school board action put into writing what 
has been school polley for several years. With 
the written statement school officials hope to 
make the message stronger {or students and 
parents, Lambiase said. 

'sl{i a , rite 
late-night teen party led to her fall from a 75­

~obleskilrs senior class, disappeared one Mon­
Tills year more than 50 sludents. or half of 

foot cliff near O'Neil Road in Cherry Valley 
lay in June for a skip day. and It happene June 1. 
lefore school officials could move to prevent it. Rescued by Cherry Valley emergency work­

ers, Miss Lamon was listed in satisfactory con­The problem, though mainly confined to high 
dition Tuesday at Bassett Hospital. where shechool seniors, sometimes trickles down to the 
bas remained since her fall.lower grades. In one such instance about six 

ears ago, Lambiase said he learned of the The night of Miss Laymon's accident hap­
students' plans in advance and sent out school pened on the first day of a three-day senior 
announcements warning of the penalty for ski­ activity condoned by Cooperstown school offi­
pping school The announcements effectively cials in lieu of senior skip day. Miss Laymon. a 
stifled the students' plans, Lambiase sald. BOCES student. did not participate. Cooper­

stown Superintendent Paul Lambert said.For Constance Laymon of the hamlet of In­
dex south of Cooperstown, participation in a See SKIP on page 3 

Sl{ip
 
Contmued from page 1 nic at Glimmerglass State Park. The deal worked like a 

BOlh Cooperstown and Worcester school officials this charm. according to Worcester Superintendent Lawrence 
year made a bargain with members of their senior l"iass­ Bobnick. 
es. School officials proposed supervised fun days for stu­ "I'm not going to say it's going to work every year, but 
dents in return fOT their promise not to hold skip day. this year we were very lucky," Bobnick said. 

At Cooperstown the bargain has been in effect for five Part of the problem with any school policy is that 
years. different classes react in different ways to the rules. 

'We have not had a problem since we changed the hat. works for one senior class one year may fail with 
format for our senior trip," Lambert said. the next class, school officials said. 

What Cooperstown school officials did was add an extra Some parents add to the problem by condoning senior 
day for the senior trip to Washington, D.C. That gave skip day when school officials call home to find o~t what 
students Friday through Sunday for their journey. "They appened to the student, school officials said. ,;;; 
respect the privilege of having that extra day," Lambert Failure to enforce school attendance rules not 
said. violates state education law, but could lead to rampam 

Worcester tried a similar approach this year for the kip day activities held by students in all grades duwn to
 
first time when schOOl official~ offered a supervised pic- kindergarten, school officials said.
 

. 


